48                                 ECCE HOMO.

That a man possesses a strange power which I cannot
understand is no reason why I should receive his words
as divine oracles of truth. The powerful man is not of
necessity also wise ; his power may terrify, but not con-
vince. On the other hand, the law of love, however
divine, was but a precept. Undoubtedly it deserved that
men should accept it for its intrinsic worth, but men are
not commonly so eager to receive the words of wise men
nor so unbounded in their gratitude to them. It was
neither for his miracles nor for the beauty of his doctrine
that Christ was worshipped. Nor was it for his winning
personal character, nor for the persecutions he endured,
nor for his martyrdom. It was for the inimitable unity
which all these things made when taken together. In
other words, it was for this, that he whose power and
greatness as shown in his miracles were overwhelming
denied himself the use of his power, treated it as a slight
thing, walked among men as though he were one of
them, relieved them in distress, taught them to love each
other, bore with undisturbed patience a perpetual hail-
storm of calumny; and when his enemies grew fiercer,
continued still to endure their attacks in silence, until,
petrified and bewildered with astonishment, men saw him
arrested and put to death with torture, refusing steadfastly
to use in his own behalf the power he conceived-he
held for the benefit of others. It was the combination
of greatness and self-sacrifice which won their hearts,
the mighty powers held under a mighty control, the un-
speakable condescension, the Cross of Christ

By this, and by nothing else, the enthusiasm of a Paul
was kindled. The statement rests on no hypothesis or
conjecture ; his Epistles bear testimony to it throughout.